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SUPREAM AUTHORITY : 
And of the Grounds upon which 'it may be lawfiil or 


neceſſary for Subjefts to. defend their Religion, 
Lives, and Liberties. 


in the firſt place, a trve; and full. yiew. of the na- 
W. tureof Cw Society, and more particularly of the na- 
ture of Supream Power, whether it is lodged in one 

or more Perſons? +» | 
r, It is certain, That the Zaw of Nature has, put no diffe= 
rence nor-ſubordigation among Men, exceptit be that of Gb4/- 
dren to Parents, 'or of Waves to: their: Hacbands ; :{o that: with 
Relation to the Law of: Nature, all; Men are' born-free : and 
this Liberty muſt ſtill be. ſuppoſed entire, unleſs fo far as it 
| is limited by Contracts, Proviſions and Laws. For, a Man can 
either bind himſelf to be a Servant, or ſell himſelf ta be a Slave, 
by which he becomes in the power of. another, only ſq-far as 
it was provided by. the .ContraCt.: ifince all that Liberty which 
was not expreſly given away, _— ſtill entire : ſo une 


T His Enquiry cannot be: regularly made, but by taking 
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Plea for Liberty always proves it ſelf, unlefs it appears that 
it is given up or limited by any ſpeciat Agreement. 
-- IL. It is no leſs certatn, that as-the- Light of Nature has 
planted in all Men a Natural Ptinciple of the Love of Life, 
and of a deſire to preſerve 'itt;z.ſo the common Principles of 
all Religion agree in this, that God having ſet us in this 
World, we are bound to preſerve that-Being, which he hias 
given us, by all juſt and lawful ways. Now this Duty of 
Self-preſervation is excrted in Inſtances of two ſorts; the one 
are, in the reſiſting of. violent, Aggrelloes ;. the other are the 
takins of juſt Revenges of thoſe; who have invaded us ſo ſe- 
cretly, that we could not preycnt them, and ſo violently that 
we could not relil; them : In which caſes the Principle of ſelf. 
Preſeryation Warxants us, both to recover what 1s our own, 
with j.ſt Damages, and-alſo tp pyt ſuch unjuſt Perſons out of a 
Capacity of doing the like Injuries *any more, either to our 
ſclves, -or- to any--others.- - Now in- theſe Inſtances.of Self- 
P:eſcrvation, this. difference-is to be obſeryed ; that the firſt 
cannot be limited by any flow Forms, ſince a preſſing Danger 
requires a 'vigoraps Repulſc, aud .cannot. admit of -Delays ; 
whereas the 1econd, of taking Revenges, 'or Reparations, is 
pot of  ſueli baſte,: but! that if may be brought under Rules and 
Forms. | Rey 
III. The true and Original Notion of Civil Society and Go- 
vernment, is, that it is a Compromiſe made by ſuch a Body of 
Men, by which they reſgn'np'the Right of demanding Repa- 
rations, either. mi the. way- of! Juſtice againſt one another, or 
m 'the' way of!'War; againſt: their Neighbours; to ſuch a 
fingle Perſon, or to. ſuch a Body of Men as they think fit to 
truſt with this. And in the management of this C;vil Socrery, . 
great diſtin{tions 15 to be-made, between the Power of making 
Laws for the 'regaliting the Conduct 'of it, and the Power 
of: executing, thote- Laws :. The: Syreeam Authority mult ſtill be 
ſappoſed to be lodped with thoſe who! have the Legiſlative 
Power reſerved to them, but not with thoſe who have only 
the, Executive ;, which is plainly a 17, when it is ſeparated 
from the - Legiſlative. Power ;, and all Trufs, by their vature 
import,/ that thoſe 'to whom: they are given, are accountable, 
even though that' it. ſhould :not be exprelly ſpccitied in the 
words of the Truft it ſeif, 
IV. It 
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IV. It cannot be ſuppoſed, by the Principles of Natoraf 
Religion, that God has authoriſed any one Form of Govern- 
ment, any other way than as the general Rules of Order, and 
of Juſtice, oblige all Men not to ſubvert Conſtitutions; nor 
diſturb the Peace of Mankind, or invade-thoſe Rights with 
which the Law may have veſted ſome Perſons : for it -is' 
certain, that as private ContraCts lodg or tranſlate private 
Rights; ſo the Publick, Laws can likewiſe lodg ſuch Rights, 
Prerogatives and Revenues in thoſe under whoſe Protection 
they' put themſelves, and in ſuch a manger, that they may 
come to have as good a Title to theſe, as any private Perſon 
can have to his Property : ſo that ic b:comes an ACt of high 
Injuſtice and Violence to invade theſe: which is ſo far a 
greater Sin than any ſuch Actions would be againſt a private 
Perſon, as the publick Peace and Order is preferrable to all 
private Conſiderations whatſoever. - So that in Truth, the 
Principles of Natural Religion, [give thoſe that are in Authori- 
ty no Power at all, . but they do only ſecure them in the Poſſeſſi- 
on of that which is theirs by Law. And as no Conſiderations 
of Religion can bind me to pay another more than I indeed owe 
him, but do only bind me more ſtritly to pay what I owe ; 
ſothe Conſiderations of Religion do indeed bring Subjes un- 
der ſtricter Obligations to pay all due Allegiance' and Sub- 
miſſion to their Princes, but they do not at all extend that 
Allegiance further than the Law carries it. And though a 
Man has no Divine Right to his Property, .but has acquired it 
by human means, ſuch as Succeſſion, or Induſtry, yet he has 
a Security for the Enjoyment of it, from a Divine Right ;, {o 
tho Princes have no immediate Warrants from Heaven, either 
for their Original Titles, or for the extent of th:m, yet 
they are ſecured in the Poſleſſion of them by the Principles 
and Rules of Natural Religion. '1 

V. It is to be (conſidered, that as a private Perſon can biad 
himſelf to another” Man's Service, by different degrees, either 
as an ordinary Servant for Wages, or as one appropriate for 
a longer time, as an Apprentice 3 or by a total giving hinſelf 
up to another, asin the caſc of Slavery : in all which caſes the 
general Name of Maſter may be equally uſed, yet the,degrees 
of his Power, are to be judged by the nature*of the Con- 
tract : ſo likewiſe” Bodies of Men can give themſelves” np iri 
c B 2 difterent 
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different degrees to the -Condudt of others :. and therefore 
though all thoſe may carry the ſame Name of Xing, yet every 
ones Power is to be taken from the nieaſures of that Authority 
which is _— in him, and not from any general Speculations 
founded on ſome Equivocal Terms, ſuch as Kiag, Sovereign, or 
Supream, | | 

Fl It is certain, that. God, as the Creator and Gover- 
riour of the World, may fet up whom he will to rulc over 
other Men : But this Declaration of his Will muſt be made 
evident by Prophets, or other extraordinary Men ſent of him, 
who bave ſome manifeſt proofs of the Dvine Authority that 
is committed to them on ſuch occafions, and upon ſuch Per- 
ſons declaring the Will of God in favour of any others, that 
Declaration is to be ſubmitted to and obeyed. But this 
tence of a Divine Delegatation, can be carried no further than 
tothoſe who are thus expreſly marked out, and is unjuſtly 
claimed by-thoſe who can- prove no ſuch Declaration to have 
been ever. made In favour of them or their Families. Nor 
does it appear reaſonable to conclude from their being in 
Poſſeſſion, that it is the Will of God that it ſhould be ſo, 
this juſtifies all Uſurpers when they are ſucceſsful, 

VII. The meaſures ef Power, and by conſequence of Obed;- 
efice, muſt be taken fron the exprels Laws of any State or 
Body of Men, from the Oaths that they ſwear, or from immc- 
morial Preſcription, and a long Poſleſſion, which both give 
2 Title, and inaJong Tradt of Time make a bad one be- 
come good, ſince. Preſcription, when it palles the Memory of 
Man, andas not yn Toke any other Pretender, gives by the 
common Senſe of all Men a juſt and good Title : fo upon the 
whecle matter, ' the degrees of all Civil Authority are to be 
taken cither from expreſs Laws, immemorial Cuſtoms, or from 
particular Oaths, which the Subjetts.ſwear to their Princes : 
this being ſtill to be laid down for a Principle, :that in all the 
Diſputes between Power and Liberty, Power muſt allways be 
ſroved, but Liberty proves it felt; the one being founded 
on'y upon a Poſitive Law, and the other upon the Law of 
Nature. 

VIII. 1f from the general Principles of Human Society, and 
Natural Religion, we carry/thi> matter to. be examined by the 
$criptures, it is clcar that allche Paſſages that are in the Old 
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Teſtament, are not to be made uſe of in this matter of aei- 
ther (ide. For as the Land of Canaan was given to the Jews 
by an immediate Grant from Heaven; ſo God reſe ill 
this to himſelf, and to the Declarations that he noo. 
from time to time, either by his Prophets, or by the Anſwrs 
that came from the Cloud of Glory that was between the 
Cherubims, to ſet up Judges or Kings over them, and to pull 
them down again as he thought fit. Here was an expreſs De- 
legation made by God, and therefore all that was done in 
that Diſpenſation, either for or againſt Princes, is not to be 
made uſe of in any other State that is founded on another 
Bottom and Conſtitution, and all the Expreſſions in the Oid 
Teſtament relating to Kigs, ſince they belong to Perſons 
that were immcdiately deſigned by God, are without any for 
of Reaſon applied to thoſe who can pretend to no ſuch Delig- 
nation, neither for themſelves nor for their Anceſtors. 

IX. As for the New Teſtament, it is plain, that there are 
no Rules given in it, neither for the Forms of Government in 
general, nor for the degrees of any one Form in particular, 
but the general Rules of Juſtice, Order and Peace, a elta- 
bliſhed in it upon higher Motives, and more binding Conſi- 
derations, than ever they were in any other Religion what- 
ſcever, we are molt ftrictly bound by it to obſerve the Con- 
ſtitution in which we arc; and it is plain, that the Rules ſet 
vs in the Goſpel can be carried no further. Ir is indeed clear 
from the New Teſtament, that the Chriſtian Religion as ſuck, 

ives us 20 grounds to defend, or propagate it by torce. | It is a 
| rine of the .Croſs, and of Faith, and Patience under it : 
And if by the order of Divine Providence, and of any Con- 
ſtitution of Government, under which we are born, we are 
brought ynoder Sufferings for our profeiling of it, we may in- 
deed retire and fly out” of any ſuch Country if we can; butif 
' that is denied us, we mult then, according to this Religion, 
ſubmit to thoſe Sufferings under which we may bs brought, 
conſidering that God will be glorited by us in fo doin», and 
that he will both ſupport us under our Sufferings, and gloi i- 
ouſly reward us for them. 

This was the State of the Chriſtian Religion, during the 
three firſt Cemmries, under Heathen Emperors, and a Conltinn- 
tion in which Paganiſm was eltablill?d by Law. But if by ihe 
Laws 
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Laws of any Government, the Chriſtian Religion, or any Form 
of it, is become a part of the Subjects Property, it then falls 
un other Conſideration ; not as it is a Religion, but as'it 
is e one of the principal Rights of the Subjetts to be- 
lieve and profeſs it; and then we muſt judg of the Invaſions 
made cn that, as we do of any other Invaſion that is made on 
our other Rghts. 

X. All the Paſſages in the New Teſtament that relate to Civil 
Government, are to b2 expounded as they were truly meant, in 
opp23ſition to that falſe Notion of the Fews, who believed them- 
ſelves to be ſo immediarely under the Divine Authority, that 
they could not become the Subjects of any other Power, par- 
ticularly of one that was not of their Nation, or of their Re- 
ligio1; therefore they thought they could not be under the 
Roman Yoke, nor bound to pay Tribute to C?ſar, but judged 
that they were only ſubje& out of Fear, by reaſon of the force 
that tay on them, but not for Conſcience ſake : And ſo in all 
their Diſperſiop, both at Rome and elſewhere, 'they thought 
they were God's Freemen, and made uſe of this pretended Z 
berty 44 a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. In oppolition to all which, 
ſince in a courſe of many Years, they had asked the ProteCti- 
on of the Roman Yoke, and were come under their Authority, 
our Saviour ordered them to continue in that, by his Gying, 
Render to Ceſar that which #u Ceſar*s ; and bothrSt. Paxl in his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, and St. Peter in his general Epiſtle, have 
very poſitively condemned that pernicious Maxim, but with- 
out any formal Declarations made of the Rules or Mea- 
ſures of Government. And fince both the People and Se- 
nate of Rome had acknowledged the Power that Augaſizz had 
indeed violently. nſurped, it became Legal when it was thus 
ſubmitted to, and confirmed both by the Senate and People : 


and it was eſtabliſhed in his Family by a long Preſcript:on, ' 


when thoſe Ep:ſtles were writ : So that upon the whole Matter, 
all that isin the New Teſtament upon this Subje&t, imports no 
more, but that alt Chriſtians are bound to acquieſce in the &o- 
vernmnent, and ſubmit to it, according to the Conſtitution that 
15 ſ-rlcd by Law. 

X!, We are then at laſt brought to the Conſtitution of our 
Engliſh Government : ſo that no genera! Conſiderations from 
Speculitions -aboart Sovereign Power, nor from any Paſllages, 
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eicher of: the Old and New Teſtament, ought to determine us 
in this Matter ; which muſt .be fixed from the Laws and Regu- 
lations that have been made among us. It is then. certain, that 
with Relation to the Execative part of the Government, the 
Law has lodged-that ſing!y in the King ; ſo that the whole ad- 
miniſtration of it is in him; but the Legiſlative Power is lodged 
between” the King and the two Houſes of Parliament ; ſo thac 
the Power of making and repealing Laws, is not lingly in the 
King, but only ſo far as the two Houſes concur with him. Ic 
is alſo clear, that th: King has ſuch a determincd extent of 
Prerogative, . beyond which he has no Authority : As for Io-- 
ſtance, If he levies Mony of his People, without a Law impowriag 
him to-it, he goes beyond the Limits of- his Power, -and a>ks 
that to which he has no Right : So that there lies no Obliga- 
tion: on the Subject to grant it; and if any in his Name uſe 


. Violence for the obtaining it, they are tobe looked on as ſo 


many Robbers, that invade our Property z and they being vio- 
lent Aggreſſors, the Principle of Self-Preſ-rvation ſeems here | 
to take place, and to warrant as violent a Reliſtance. 

XII. There is nothing more evident, than that agioes i542 - 
Free Nation, that has its Liberties and Properties reſerved to 
ity by fnany poſitive and: expreſs Laws : If then we have a 
Right to. our Property, we mult likewiſe be ſuppoſed to have 
a Right to preſerveit : for thoſe Rights are by the Law ſecu- 
red aginſt the Invaſions of the Prerogative, and by conſequence 
we muſt haye a Right to preſerve them againſt thoſe Inyali- 
ons. It is alſo evidently declared by our Law, that all Orders 
and Warrants that are iſlved out in oppoſition to them, are null 
of themſelves; and by conſequence, any that pretend to have 
Commiſſions from the King for thoſe Ends, are to be confidered 
as if they had none at all ; ſince thoſe Commiſſions being void 
of themſelves, are indeed no Commiſſions in the QTonſtrution 
of the Law ; and therefore thoſz who att in vertue of them, 
are [till to be contdered as private Perſons who come to invade 
and diſturb us. Ir isalfo to be obſerved, that there are ſcms 
Points that are juſtly diſputable and doubtful, and others that 
are ſo manifeſt, that it is plain that any ObjeCtions that can 
bz made to them, are rather forced Pretences, than ſo much 
as: plauſible Colours. It is true, if the Cafe is doubtful, thz 
Iatereſt :of the. publick Peace and Order ought to carry -. 
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but the Caſe is quite different, when the Invaſtons that are 
made upon Liberty and Property, are plain and vile to all that 
conſider them. 

X[1. The main and great Difficulty here, !is, that though 
our Government does indeed aſſert the Liberty of 'vhe Subjett, 
yet there are many expreſs Laws made, that lodg the Adlitia 
ſingly in- the King, that make it plainly unlawful, upon any 
Pretence whatſoever, to take Arms againſt the King, or .any 
Commiſſioned by him : And theſe Laws have been put.in the 
Form of an Oath, which all-that have born any "Employment, 
either in Church or State, have ſworn ; and therefore 'thoſe 
Laws for the aſſuring our Liberties, do indeed bind the King's 
Conſcience,- and may affeCt his Miniſters ; yet ſince it is a Max- 
ime of our Law, that the King cando wo wrong, theſe cannot be 
carried fo far as to juſtify our taking Arms againſt him, be the 
Tranſzreſſions of Law ever ſo many and ſo manifeſt. And 
ſince this has bzen the conſtant Dottrine of the Church:of Eng- 
land, it will b2a very heavy Imputation on us, if it appears, 
that though we held thoſe Opinions, as long as the Court and 
Crown have favoured us, yet as ſoon as the Court turns againſt 
us, We change our Prinaples. - | 

XIV. Here-is the true Difficalty of this whole Matter, 
and therefore it ought to be exattly conſidercd : » Firſt, . All 
general Words, how larze ſoever, are ſtill ſuppoſed to have 
a tacit Exception 'and reſerve in them, if the Matter ſeems 
tO require it. Children are commanded to obey their Parents 
in al! things : Wives are declaredby the Scripture,to be ſubject 
to their Husbands in all things, as the Church w:unto Chriſt : And 
yet how comprehenſive foever theſe words may ſeem to. be, 
there is ſtill a reſerve to-be underſtood in them ; and though 
by our Form of Marriage, the Parties ſwear to one another cl 
Death them do part, yet few doubt but that this Bond is dilſol- 
ved by Adultery, though'it is not named” for odious things 
ought not to be ſuſpefted, and therefore not named upon ſuch 
occaſions : But when they fall ont, they carry ſtill their own 
force with them. 2. When there ſeems to be a ContmdiCtion 
between two Articles in the Conſtitution, we ought to<examin 
which of the two is the moſt Eyident, and the moſt Important, 
and ſo we ought to fix upon it, and then we muſt give ſuch an 
accommodating ſenſe to that which ſeems to contradict it, ws 
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ſo we may reconcile thoſe together. Here then are two 
ſeeming Contradittions in our Conſtitution; The one is the 
Publick, Liberty of the Nation ; the otber is the Renouncing of 
all Reſiance, 1a caſe that were invaded. - It is plain, that our 
Liberty is only a thirg that we enjoy at the King's Diſcretion, 
and during his Pleaſure, if the other againſt all Reſiſtance is 
to be underſtood according to the utmoſt extent of the 
Words. Therefore lince the chief Deſign of our whole Law, 
and of all the ſeveral Rules of our Conſtitution, is to ſecure 
and maintain our Liberty, we ought to lay that down for a 
Concluſion, that it is both the molt plain and the moſt impor- 
tant of the two. And therefore the other Article againſt Re- 
ſtance ought to be fo ſoftned as that it do not deſtroy us. 
3. Since it is by a Law that Reſiſtance is condemned, we ought 
to underſtand it in ſuch a ſenſe as that it does not deſtroy 
all other Laws : And therefore the intent ' of this Law, mult 
only relate to the Executive Power, which 1s in the King, and 
not to the Legiſlative, in which we cannot ſuppoſe that our 
Legitlators, who m:de that Law, intended to giye up that, 
which: we plainly ſee they reſolved ſtill to preſerve entire, ac- 
cording to the Ancient Conſtitution. So then, the not re- 
liſting the King, can only be applied to the Executive Power, 
that ſo upon no pretence of ill Adminiſtrations in the Exe- 
cution of the Law, it- ſhould be lawful to reſiſt him ; but this 
cannot with any reaſon be extended to an Invaſion of the Le- 
Liſlatzve Power, or to a total Subverſion of the Government. *For' 
it being plain, that the Law did not deſign tolodg that Pow- 
er in the King, it is alſo plain, that it did not intend to ſecure 
him in it, in caſe he ſhould ſer about it. 4. The Law men- 
tioning the X:ng, or thoſe Commiſſioned by him, ſhews plainly, 
that it only deſigned to ſecure the K7 in the Executive Pow- 
er : for the word Commiſſion neceilirily imports this, Jince if 
It is not according to Law, it is no Commiſſion ;, and by Con- 
{-quence, thoſe who aCt in virtue of it, are not Commiſtona- 
ted by the King in the Senſe of the Law. The King likewiſe 
imports a Prince cloched by Law viith the Regai Prerogative 
but if he goes to ſubvert tne whole Foundation of the Go- 
vernment, he ſubverts that by which he himfelf has his Power, 


and by conſequence he annuls his own Power and then he 
C ceaſes 
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ceaſes to be King, having endeavoured to deſtroy that upon 
which his own Authority is founded. 

XV. lt is acknowledged by the greateſt Aſſertors of Mo- 
narchial Power, that in ſome Caſes a King may fall from his 
Power. and in other Caſes that he may fall from the Exerciſe of 
it. His Deſerting his People z his going about to enſlave, or 
ſell them to any other ; or a furious going about to deſtroy 
them, are in the opinion of the moſt Monarchial Lawyers, ſuch 
Abuſes, that they naturally diveſt thoſe that are guilty of 
them, of their whole Authority. Infancy or Phrenzy do alſo put 
them under the Guardianſhip of others. All the Crowned 
Heads of Exrope have, at lealt ſecretly, approved of the put- 
ting the late .King of Portugal under a Guardianſhip, and the 
keeping him ſtill a Priſoner for a few Atts of Rage, that had 
been fatal to a very few Perſons : And even our Court gave 
the firſt countenance to it, though of all others the late King 
had the leaſt reaſon to have done it, at leaſt laſt of all, ſince it 
juſtified a younger Brother's ſupplanting the Elder; yet the 
Evidence of the Thing carried it even againſt Intereſt. Theres 
fore if a King goes about to ſubvert the Government, and to 
overturn the whole Conſtitution, he by this muſt be ſuppoſed, 


- Either to fall from his Power, or at leaſt from the Exerciſe of it, 


ſo far as that he ought to be put under Guardians ; and ac- 
cording to the Caſe of Portugal, the next Heir falls naturally to 
be the Guardian. 

XVI. The next Thing to be conſidered, is to ſee in Fat 
whether the Foundations of this Government have been ftruck at, 
and whether thoſe Errors that have been perhaps committed,are 
only ſuch Maleverſations as ought to be imputed only to hu- 
man Frailty, and to the Ignorance, Inadvertenties, or Paſſions 
to which all Princes may be ſubje&t, as well as other Men. 
But this will beſt appear, if we conſider what are the Funda- 
mental Points of our Government, and the chief Sccurities 
that we may have for our Liberties. 

The Authority of the Law is indeed all ia one word, ſo that 
if the King pretends to a Power to diſpenſe with Laws, there 
is nothing left upon which the Subject can depend ; and yet as 
if the Diſpenſing Power were rot enough, if Laws are wholly 
ſuſpended for all Time coming, this is plainly a repealing of 
them, 
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them, when likewiſe the Men, in whoſe Hands the Adminiſtrs* 
tion of Juſtice is put by Law, ſuch as Judges and Sheriffs, are 
allowed to tread all Laws under-foot, even thoſe that infer an 
Incapacity on themſelves if they violate them; this is ſuch a 
breaking of the whole Conſtitution, that we can no more have 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, ſo that it is really a Diſſolution . 
of the Government ; ſince all Trials, Sentences, and the Exe- 
cutions of them, are become ſo many unlawful ARs, that are 
null and void of themſelves. 

The next Thing in our Conſtitution, which ſecures to vsoyr 
Lams and Liberties, is a Free and Lawful Parkament. 'Now, 
not to mention the breach of the Law of Triennial Parliaments, 
it being above three Years ſince we had a Seſſion that enacted 
any Law ; Methods have bcen taken, and are daily a takings 
that render this impoſlible. Parliaments ought to be choſen 
with an entire Liberty, and without either Force or Preingage» 
ments: whereas if all Men are required before-hand to enter 
into Engagements how they will vote-if they are choſen them» 
ſelres, or how they will give their Voices in the ElkQing of 
others? This is plainly ſuch'a preparation to a Parlcement, 2s 
would indeed make it no Parliament, but a Cabal, if one were 
choſen, after all that Corruption of Perſons who had prein- 
gaged themſelves, and after the  Threating and Turning aut 
of all Perſons out of Imploiments who had refuſed to do i : 
And if there are; ſuch daily Regulations made in the Towns; 
that it is plain thoſe who manage them, intend at-laſt to put 
ſuch a number of Men in the Corporations, as. will certainly 
chnſe the Perſons who are recommended to them. But above 
all, if there are ſuch a number of Sheriffs and Mayors made 
over England, by, wham the EleQions mult be condy@ted and 
returned, who are now under an lncapacity by Law, and ſo 
are no legal Officers, and by &nſ:quence thoſe Elections that 
paſs under their Authority are null and void: 16, -L fay, it is 
clear that things are brought to this, then .the Goyergment is 
diſſolved, becauſe it is impallible to have a Free and Leg Par- 
lament in this ſtate of things. If then both the Authority of 
the Law, and the Conſtitution of the Parliawent are ſtruck at 
and diſſolved, here iS a plain SubverGon of the whole Gayern- 
ment. But if weenter next into the particular Branches of 
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the Government, we will find the like Diſorder among them 
all. - 

The Proteſt ant” Religion, and the Church of England make a 
great Article of -our Government, th: latter being ſecured, not 
only of old by Magna Charra,but by many ſpecial Laws made of 
late; and there are particu'ar Lws, made in K. Charles the Firſt, 
and the late King's Time, ſecuring them from all Commiſſions 
that the King can raife for ſudging or Cenſuring them. If then 
in oppoſition-to this,a Court ſc condemned is ercted,which pro- 
ceeds to Judg and Cenſure the Clergy, and even to diſſeiſe them 
of their Free-holds, without ſo much as the form .of a Trial, 
though this is the moſt indifpenſable Law of all thoſe that ſe- 
cures the Praperty of England; and if the King pretends that 
ke'can require the Clergy to publiih all his Arbitrary Declara- 
tions, and in particular cne that itrikes at their whole Settle- 
ment, and has ordered Procels to be begun againſt all that diſ- 
obey'd this illegal Warrant, and has treated ſo great a number. 
of-the Biſhops as Criminitls," only for repreſenting to him the 
Reaſons of- their not obeying him ; If likewiſe the King is not 
fatisfied to profeſs his own Religion openly, though even that 
is contrary to Law, but has ſent Amballadors to Rome, and re- 
ceived Nuncio's from thence, which is plainly Treafon by 
Law ; If likewiſe many Popiſh ' Churches and Chappels have 
been publickly opencd ,, if ſeveral, Colledges of Jeſuits have 
been {et up in divers parts of the Nation, and one of the Order 
has been made a Privy Counſellor, and a principal Miniſter of 
State : And'if Papifts, and: even thoſe who turn to that Reli- 


- gion, though declarcd Traitors by Law, are brought into all 


the chief Imploiments, both Military and Civil ; then it is 
plain, That all the Rights of the Church of England, and the 
whole Eſtabliſhment 'of the Proreſtant Religion are ſtruck at,. 
and deſign'd to be overturned , fince all theſe Things, as they 
are notoriouſly illegal, ſo they evidently demonſtrate, That 
the great Deſign of them all, is the rooting out of this 
Peſtilent Hercfy, in their itile, I mean, the Proteſt avt. Reli- 
jon, 
" In thenext pl-ce, If in the whole.courſe of Juſtice, it is viſi- 
ble that there is a conſtant practiſing upon the Judges, that 
they are turned out upon their varying from the Intentions of 


the 
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*the Court ; and if Men of no Reputation nor Abilities are put 
in their places; If an Army is kept up in time of Peace, and 
Men who withdraw from that illegal Service,are hanged up as 
Criminals, without any colour of Law, which, by conſequence, 
are ſv many Murders; and if the Sonldicry are connived at 
and encouraged in the moſt enormous Crimes, that ſo they 
may be thereby prepared to commit greater ones, ard from 
ſingle Rapes and Murders procced to a Rape upon all our 
Liberties, and a Deſtruttion of the Nation : if, i iay, all 
theſ: things are true in Fatt ; then it is plain, that there is 
ſuch a Diſſolution of the Government made, thar there i; not 
any one part of it left ſound and entire: And if all theſe 
things are done now, it is ea'ie to imagine what may be ex- 
pected, when Arbitrary Power, that ſpares no Man, and Popery 
that ſpares no Heretick, are finally eſtabliſhed : Then we may 
look tor nothing but Gabelles, Tailles, Impoſitions, Benevo- 
lences, and all ſorts of Illezal Taxes; as from the other we 
may expect Burnings, Maſlacres, and Inquiſitions. In what is 
doing in Scotland we may gather what is to be expected in Eng- 
land ;, where if the King has over and over again declared, that 
he is veſted with an Abſobute Power, to which all are bound to 

obey without reſerve, and has upon that annulled almoſt all the 
Acts of Pafliament that paſſed in K. Zames I. Minority,though 

they were ratified by himſelf when he came to be of Age, and 
were confirmed by all the ſubſequent Kings, not excepting the 
preſent. We muſt then conclude from thence, what is re- 
{olyed on here in England, and what will be put in Execution: 
as ſoon as it is thought that the Times can bear it.” When 

likewiſe the whole Settlement of Ireland is ſhaken, and the 

Army that was raiſed, and is maintained by Taxes that were. 
given for an Army of Engliſh Proteſtants, to ſecure them from 

a new Maſſacre by the 1riſþ Papiſts, is now all filled with Irsſb. 
Papiſts, as well as almoſt all the other Imployments ; itis plain, 

that not only all the Britiſh Proteſtants inhabiting that Ifland, 

are in daily danger of being butchered a ſecond time, bur. 
that the Crown of England is in danger of loſing that land, 


it being now put wholly into the Hands and Power of the 
Natie riſþ. who as they formerly oftered themſelves up ſome- 
times to the Crown of Spain, ſometimes to the Pope, and once 

to , 


—— > > — 


to the Duke of Lorrein, ſo are they perhaps at this preſent 
treating with another Cort for the Sale and Surrender of the 
Iſland, and for the Maſſacre of the Engliſh in ic. 

If thus all the ſeveral Branches of our Con{ticution are 
diſlved, it might be at leaſt expected that ons 7:1 © ſhould 
be left entire, and that is the Regs! Dignity : Bui. cer. 'ng 
the Birth of the ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, no Proof: 7 +2 ever 
given either to the Princeſs of Denmark, or to any oth Pr 
teſtant Ladies, in whom we ought to repoſe any Cont; _ ce 
that the Deen was ever with Child ; that whole Matter L-.g 
managed with ſo much Myſteriouſneſs, that there were violenc 
and publick Suſpicions of it before. But the whole Contc1- 
vance of the Birth, the ſending away the Princeſs of Denmark, 
the ſudden ſhortning of the Reckoning, the Queen's ſudden 
going to St. James's, her no leſs ſudden pretended Delivery ; 
the hurrying the Child into another Room without ſhewing 
it to thoſe preſent, and without their heariog it cry ; and the 
| - myſterious Condu&t of all ſince that time z no Satisfation 
| being given to the Princeſsgf Denmark, upon her Return from 
| the Bath, nor to any other Proteſtant Ladies, of the Queen's 

having been really brought to Bed. Theſe are all ſuch evi- 
dent Indications of an Impoſture in this Matter, that as the 
Nation has the juſteſt Reaſon in the World to doubt of it, ſo 
they have all poſſible Reaſon to be at no quiet till they ſee 
a Legal and Free Parliament aflembled, which may impartially, 
TFT and without either Fear or Corruption, examine that whole 
| Matter. 
If all theſe Matters are truein FaQ, then I ſuppoſe no Man 
| will donbt, that the whole Foundations of this Government, 
þ and all the moſt ſacred Parts of it, are overtarned. And asto 
[ the Truth of all theſe Suppolitions, thatis left to every Engliſh- 
k man's Judgment and Senſe. 


———_—_—_—_— 
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An ANSWER toaParxs, in- 
tituled, RefleFions on the Prince of 


Orances Declaration. 


refleft on a Declaration, becauſe it does not begin as he 

would have it; that is, with a Manifeſtation of our 
Clandeſtine League with France, whereby an Army of French- 
men, together with our Pafs/ts, Iriſh, and other Mercenaries, 
might eſtabliſh Popery in England. The Refleftor ought to 
have conſider?d, that a Clandeſtine League, tho? it may be 
very notorious to its Exiſtence and Effefts, may likewiſe be 
very difficult to prove, according to the meaning of the word 
Clandeſtine. But that there is ſuch a one, we have the Te- 
ſtimony of the King of France, in a Memorial delivered to the 
States.of Holland ;, and though it has been ſince diſowned by 
our Court, and Mr. Skelten upon it committed to the Tower ; 
his ſhort Confinement, and ſudden Advancement to a Regi- 
ment, ſhews that his Diſgrace was but a trick of State : Ir is 
alſo an inconſequential way of Arguing, that betauſe the 
Prince does not begin his Declaration with it, therefore there 
is no ſuch League, things of that high conſequence being ea- 
fier and better carried on by ſecret Mellages, than Writings 
under Hand and Seal. 

2. In his ſecond RefleQion, he tells us the Prince had needed 
leſs Apology, if he had pretended only to have come to de- 
liver the King from Evil Counſellours, and to ingage him fur- 
ther in the Intereſt of Exrope ; forgetting the Prince does de- 
clare to us he comes for that end, tho? not ingly, and brought 
over his Army to ſecure him from tlie Rage and Fury of thoſe 
Evil Counſellours, His next Quarrel is, that the Prince uſes 
the Stile, Of We and Us within His Majeſtics Dominions , a 
thing, 


J: ſeems a ſtrange piece of Arrogance that any Man ſhould 
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thing, I believe, ordinary enough in Sreat Princes, when they 
ſpeak, or write to their [nferiours. The Prince of Orange is 
General of a great & numerovs Army, Admiral of a vat Fleet, 

State-holder toa High and Mighty Common-wealth, and con- 
ſequently, too great to ſpeak in the Stile ot a Private Perſon ; 
ſo that Rewarding, Puniſhing, Command:ng, Advancing, may 
very naturally fall within his Power. Nor is it any Crime 
to endeayour the calling of a Free Parliament, and ſettling 
the Nation, tho by ways and methods unuſual in our days, 
nothing being more frequent in our Hiſtories, than for our 
Barons, with Arms in their Hands, to compel their Kings to 
call and hearken to their Parliaments : But now there being 
a ſtanding Army of fourty thouſand Mercenaries in the Land, 
it was grown a Crime to petition for a Parliament, and a 
Folly to expect a free one, new Charters and Corporations, 
and a general Nomination of incompetent Magiſtrates, havin 
taken the Election of Members for Parliament out of thoſe 
Hands, the Laws of the Land, -and Memorial Cuſtom, had 
intruſted with them. According to the new Scheme deligned 
by thoſe Upſtart and Popiſh Counſellours, no Man was to 
Elect, or be EleQted for Parliament, that would not in- 
gage, as far as in them lay,. to take away the Penal Laws and 
Teſt ;, nay, thoſe wicked Counſellors prevailed yet farther up- 
on his Majeſty ; and he that pardoned ſo many of his Enemies, 
was not ſuffered to forgive his beſt Friends, and moſt Loyal 
Subjects a Refuſal or Excuſe in that particular. 

That the Prince will ſend back his Army, ſeems to ſome 

a ſtrong preſumption that he. will not ſtay bchind, ſince 
even our own lawful King thinks himſelf not ſafe without 
an Army of Mercenarics in his own Kingdom. From a ſtrain'd 
Phraſe or two, Of We and Us, Require and Command, ſome- 
times uſed in his Declaration, to infer, That the Prince of 
Orange intends to make him{clt King of England, ſeems to 
all rational Men a very captious ard unſatisfattory way of ar- 
guing, and a very unjuſt Calumny caſt upon ſo great a Prince, 
ſince more than once in expreſs terms, he declares he has no 
deſign upon his Majeſty's Crown or Perſon, ſo that all that 
Reproach falls ro the Gronnd. 

3. In his third Reflection, he tells us the Prince wants a 
clear Call, and that a Son againlit a Father, a Nephew againſt 
an 
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-and Unkle, a Neighbour againſt a Neighbour, cannot be 


ſuch : That he is a Son-in-Law, and a Nephew to his Pre- 
ſent Majeſty, gives the Prince a fair and juſt pretence to inter- 


poſe in our Afﬀairs : had he been a Foreigner, as our &e- 


or terms him, it might have look'd like an intended Con- 


_ z had he not been a Neighbour, it had been Ilmpoſlible 


for him to have afforded us this ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance. - But 
ſome think, that where Attempts are made to introduce the 
Catholick Religion, by a Conſpiracy againſt the Laws that 
ſecure and eſtabliſh the Proteltant Religion -and the Teſt, 
that only can keep the Papiſts out of the Government : And 


to carry on this Conſpiracy the better, the old Charters are 


taken away under pretence of Forfeiture and Surrender ; 
new ones granted, ſuch as might bring Ele&ions within the 
Power of thoſe Evil Counſellors; Papiſts upon the Bench, a 
Jeſuit in the Council, and whole Troops of them in the 
Army : *Twas high time for a Proteſtant Prince, that had 
ſo near relation to the Crown of England, to look about 
him, and chooſe rather to be cenſured by our Refleftor, and 
Cuch as he, for entering upon the Stage a little before his 
time, than be juſtly reproach'd and curs'd to the End of the 
World, by all ſuch as love the Proteſtant Religion, and an- 
cient Government of England, for appearing too late in their 
Defence. The Example of Henry the Fourth of France, may 
teach us how hard it is for a Proteſtant Prince -to obtain his 
Right, where the Catholick Religion is predominant z nor was 
the new Armour of Popery he put on at laſt, ſufficient to de- 
fend the old Proteſtant againſt the Stab of a Jeſuited Novitiare. 

4. His fourth Reflection acquaints us, the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion is at once expos'd and hazarded ; for if the King pre- 
vail, what can the Prince of Oraxge's ſort of Proteſtants 'ex- 
pet at his Hands, which are indeed all ſorts of Proteſtants 
that I know of, for the Presbyterians, Independants, Phana- 
ticks, Church-of-England-Men, are in his Army : *Tis faic 
warning, and I hope God will give the Proteſtants Grace to 
make the right uſe of it : As for their changing Maſters, 'tis a 
Chimera of his own, and utterly foreign to the Declaration 
he pretends to refleft upon. Leſt we ſhould forget, he re- 
mind; us with that admirable Demonſtration ,of, [ ſay, that 


the whole Proteſtant Religion is at ſtake ;, for which. 1 heartily 
D thank 


thank our worthy Refletor, for tho it be very true, we had 


nor ſeen it in Print but for him. 

5. In his fifth Refleftion, he tells us that ſome Laws ore 
better broken than kept, which will not be eaſily granted ; 
*tis indeed true, that ſome Laws were better be repealed than 
continued : But then they muſt be nulld by the ſame Power 
they were conſtituted, and not by any part of it in contra- 
dition to the whole. : 

His inſtance is, That Chriſtianity could not have been in- 
troduc'd had the Pagan Laws been executed ; by which Pa- 
rallel he would warrant Popery to be.the true Chriſtianity, 
and the Proteſtaht the Heathen Perſecutors ; Laws for Idola- 
try cannot bind, therefore Laws againſt ir cannot; a very 
ſtrange Inference, and I allow that a Lawful Authority by ex- 


ceeding their juſt Bonnds, may a(t unlawfully, but the Le- 


iſlative Power cannot, ſince all over the World the Supream 

ower ever was abſolute, be it in one or more. He ſays, no 
Man is obliged to maintain a Religion that is not true, be it 
never fo. legally eſtabliſhed : So that. it is but ſaying the Pro- 
teſtant Religion is not true, and His Majeſty, notwithſtand- 
ing his repeated Ingagements, i no longer bound to protect 
it. For in the words of our RefleCtor 'tis an Abſurdity and 
Impiety to do ſo. 

6. The ſixth thing conſiderable in our Reftetor is, his 
Defence of the Diſpenſing Power, and- the uſe His Majeſty, 
ſeduc?d by his Evil Councellors, makes of it; which is no 
other than the ſetting aſfde of all our Laws made for the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion ;- but ſure ſuch a Prero- 
gative can never be legally veſted in the Crown, which, if ad- 
mitted, were the deſtruction of all Law- 

Had thoſe Evil Connfellors only prevailed with his Majeſty, 
to have diſpenſed with the Penalties inflicted on Catho- 
licks and other Diffenters, for ſerving of God according 
te their particular Conſciences, though perhaps contrary 
to Law, the matter had never been complained of: But ta 
put them into Places of the higheſt Truſt, to make one Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, another Preſident of the Council, a third 
Lieutenenant General of the Tower, a fourth a Judg ; im- 
ploying numbers of them in the Army, Court, &c. is a 
Tranſgrellion of the Law, which ts certainly yery dangerous, 
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if not immediately, yet inevitable in its Conſequences to the 
Proteſtant Religion and Government, and therefore a Miſchief 
remote only (as an Egg is from a Chicken ) from the worthy 
Reflector*s Malnm in /e, which he acknowledges this Diſpen- 
ſing Power extends not to. And the particular Catholicks 
breaking the Law in theſe Points, are without Excuſe : For no 
Man is obliged in Conſcience to be a Judg, a Prieſt, a Mini- 
fter, a Privy-Councellor, a Courtier, or a Souldjer in time 
of Peace, contrary to the Laws of the Land. Nor do thoſe 
Laws deprive the: King of the Service of any of his Subjects 
abſolutely ; ſince all Men, if they pleaſe, may capacitate them- 


' ſelves for Imployment. If the High-Commiſſion-Court be at 


an end, agdalen-Colledge and the Biſhop of London re- 
ſtored, we may in all appearance thank the Honeſty and 
Caution of ſome of its worthy Members, and the Noiſe of 
what our Reflector calls the Prince of Orange's Invaſion x 
though ſome will ſay, a Deſcent upon England made by a 
Prince of the Blood, Married to the Eldeſt Daughter of the 
preſent King, upon the Invitation of many Lords both Spi- 
ritual'and Temporal, and of the conſiderable Gentry, Com» 
monalty of all Counties, might have deſerved a fairer Name. 
Nor ought any Man to complain if his honeſt Neighbour 
break violently into his Houſe at a time when his Family cry out 
Fire or Murther ; the common Obligation of Humanity, and 
2 due care of their own Preſervation, exact no leſs of them. 
But this Paper is not intended for a Vindication of the Prince, 
I will therefore return to my Reflector again, who undertakes 
for all good Proteſtants that they only refugd to repeal the 
Teſt, by reaſon of the Security it affords to their Religion. As 
if they had caſt off all care of their Civil Concerns, and were 
only intent upon Religious Aﬀairs, ſo as to conſent to pive 
his Majeſty a Majority of Papiſts in the Houſe of Lords ; by 
which he might have two Negative Voices upon all Laws to 
be offer'd : and an Houſe of Pears ready to repeal the Ha- 
beas Corp Bill, and ſuch Statutes as any ways ſeem to incum- 
ber what Papiſts think his Majeſties Prerogative, of which 
they maintain the Diſpenſing Power to be an Eſſential Part z 
and well they may, lince it is the very Power, by which he 
maintains them in Places and Imployments : So that by leave 
of my worthy Refletor, the Ds of Religion, = 

2 they 
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they are the principal, are not the only Reaſons, that have de- 
termined all good Proteſtants to a Non-concurrence with his 
Majeſty in the Repeal of the Teſt, 

8. In his cighth Refletion he tells us, That Chappels are 
places of Devotion ; fo are Tarks Moſques, and the Jews 
Synagogues, yet no good Chriſtian but would be offended to 
ſee them multiply'd and encouraged, either in his own, or his 
Neighbours Country. ; 

9. In his ninth he teHs'us, The King was content the Teſt 
ſhould remain. I anſwer, Theſe Evil Counſellors were not 


content the Teſt ſhould remain, but ſent their Regulators and- 


other Agents, to threaten, promiſe, remove and change the 
Magiſtrates in all Corporations in order to the procurin 

Members of Parliament, ſuch as were to enter the Houſe 
under ſolemn Promiſes, and- firm Reſolutions, to take off the 
Penal Laws and Teſt, notwithſtanding all the weighty, nay, 


convincing Arguments they might meet with there to the- 


contrary : A deſperate fort of Senators, and fitter for Cata- 
lines Conſpiracies than an Engliſh Parliament. Nor did theſe 
Evil Counſellors ceaſe to ſollicit even Knights of the "Shire, 
gill the general Indignation their Propoſals met with, toge- 
ther with the Noiſe of the Prince «f{ Orange's Preparations, 
frightned them from a further proſecution of their enormous 
Attempts. He ingenuouſly confelles the ſeizing of Charters 
to have been @ fault, ſo there is no Conteſt between us on 
that Point; but he adds, Fhat the Prince of Orange. has no- 
thing to do with it ; now. others think him highly concern'd 


in it ; for if, according to Sir Thomas Moore, Rex. Poteſ® Turi 


per Parta mentem & poteſt & deſtrui ;, or according to-the Opi- 
nion of latter Times, a Parliament may make a Bill of Ex- 
Eluſion ; a Prince that has ſo near a Relation to the Crown 
of England, ought not to ſuffer any foul play in the calling 
together ſuch an Aſſembly as may null his Title, or preclude 
bim of his Right tothe Crown in time to come. *Tis true, the 
Counſel for ſerzing Charters was given in the laſt King's Reign, 
and moſt of them then ſeized, but no Man can deny but ſome 
have been condemned and feized in the Reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, and reſtored not till the Apprehenſion of the afore- 
faid Invaſion ;, ſo that we are promiſed a Free Parliament, only 
becauſe they cannot put one of their own framing upon vs. 


10. His 
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ro, His tenth Paragraph needs no anſwer. 

#'11. In his eleventh, he tells us there were but two Papiſt 
Judges, as if the Laws were not broken unleſs the Judges were 
all Papilſts 3. or that Judges ſitting _— to Law could. give 
a Legal Sentence. Both theſe defects he ſuppoſes oo by 
the Diſpenſing Power, a Power ſafficiently baffled by thoſe 
Gentlemen of the long Robe of Counſel-for the Biſhops, and 
notdefended by either Judges 'or Counſel on the other fide ; 
for which two of the Judges, Jones and Holloway, loſt their 
places onthe Bench. 

12,13. His twelfth and thirteenth concern Ireland and Scor- 
land, and therefore. will leave them untouch'd, to the Gen-. 
tlemen of thoſe Nations, who beſt underſtand, and are moſt 
ſenſible of the Oppreſlions they are under: 

14+ [n his fourteenth, he pleads the Validity of the King's 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, tho? that pretended 
Prerog ative has been diſcuſs'd and baffled in Parliament, within 
theſe few years, and deſerted as ſuch by His late Majeſty ; he 
affirms, that the King, as Head of the Church, might oblige 
the Biſhops. to cauſe the Declaration to be read in the Chur-. 
ches, which # they had complied with, in the Opinion of 
many good Proteſtants, they had precluded themſelves of their 
Votes in Parliament againſt it ; for with what Forehead: could 
they Vote againſt the Declaratian, when they cauſed it to be 
read in their Churches ? An Aft amounting to. no leſs than 
maintaining, or owning, the Ds/penſing Powey. 

15. In his fifteenth, he allows the Prince and Princeſs of 
Orange, have, in terms full of reſpect, ſignified to the Kin 
their deep regret which all theſe things have given them an 
their Thoughts abour Repealing the Teſt and Penal Laws as an 
Expedientof Peace ; but blames him, it ſeems,. for doing all 
this ſo reſpectfully. and privately, and would rather had it done: 
by a Manifeſto, that ſome of the Prince's Friends might be im- 
priſoned for delivering-it, as Captain Lenher: is for bringing 
over the Declaration. He tells us next, the King has come up 
almoſt to Fage/'s Letrer, whieh was the Declaration of their 
Minds, viz. The Church-of-England-Teſt; and Laws of Su- 
premacy to remam; then urging the King's Conceſſions, 
which may be obſery'd to bear date only from the repart of 


the Prince's Preparations for England. | 
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16, He tells us io bis ſixteenth, That the Prince thinks a Free 


- Parliament to be the laſt and- great Remedy for theſe Evilgþ 


bat complains theſe Wicked Counſellors are againſt it, for fear 
of being called to Acconnt, that they had preingaged Voices to 
take off the Penal Laws and the Tef ; and mg Corpora- 
tions and Burroughs, that ſo they might -aſlure themſelves of 
the Members of Parliament. He allows the Charge, but ſays, 
What has all this to do with the King ? No Man ſays it has, and 
the Prince only requires the removal and puniſhment of thoſe 
Evil Counſellors in a Free Parliament. 

17. Next our Reflector tells, That there never was a Parlia- 
ment abſolutely Free, but that Drink, Mony, and other Evil 
Arts, have had a great ſway in Elections. This is true, but 


- no reaſon that we 'd conſent to a General or- Fundamental 


Corruption of our Elections, becauſe we canuot ayoid ſome 
few and caſual Ones. Then he would have had the Prince 
have deſired the King to have laid aſide thoſe Evil Counſellors, 
as if it were not Notorious, that the Princes diſlike of ſome 
Men has been their ready way to Preferment in our Court ; 
and Embaſladors for Holand have been, of late, choſen out of 
thoſe he has moſt averſion for ; as if theſe Wicked Counſellors 
feared notbing ſo much as a good Underſtanding between His 
Majeſty and the Prince of Orange. 

19. In the nineteenth he rells, The Prince and Princefs of 
Orange's _ —_— the Birth - the _ f _ 
ſayin hat during the Queen's pretended Bigneſs, and in t 
—_ in which the Birth £ on there re. appear d ſo ma- 
ny juſt and viſible grounds of Suſpicion, that not only the Prince 
himſelf, but all good Subjefts in England, do vehemently ſuſpett 
that the pretended Prince of Wales was not born of the Queen. 

20, Next our Refletor tells us, That the Prince ought te have 
writ tothe King for a private ſatisfattion in this Matter, which 
the King would no doubt have given in the manner that all reaſona- 
ble Men do when they are examined againſt themſelves. All Men 
allow the imputation of ſuch an Impoſture, to be a great Re- 
feCtion on their preſent Majeſtiez Bur ſome think they have 
in a great meaſure drawn it upon themfelves, by omitting to 
have thoſe Witneſſes by, and thoſe Methods obſerved, that 
our Laws require to prove the Birth of a Legitimate Prince of 
Wales : *Tis not perhaps- enough to ſay, that there were as 

many 
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"many Witneſſes, and as good Proof of it as the Law exaRts ; 


ſtill the Queſtion returns, Why not the ſame Perſotis? @ Legal 
Proof admits of no Equivolent.. | | 

Our Refletor will hot detiy, but that there has beeti common 
Fame all over Exrope, that this, Prince of Wilts was not Born 
of the Body of het Maje , attd common beſicf of it among 
Proteſtants 3, this of it ſelf were enough to-make the next Heir 
to the Ctown look about, and move every Stone” rhat the Mat- 
ter right be exatnined by Itwpartial Merhods in 4 Free Parlia- 
ment, which is all that the Prince and Princeſs of Orange aints 
at; for their Proofs to the'contrary, 'tis not to expected 
they ſhould acquaint the Wofld with then before the Trial. 

22. Ig. his two and twentieth Reflector! 6t! the eighteenth 
Paragraph, where the Pritice fays, He wat invited rs this Expe- 
dition by many Lords, both Spiritnal and Tempor als and miutty Gtn- 
tlemen, aud Subjefts of all Rankg : Our Refleftor is pleaſed to 
tell him he is miſtaken, as Monmeath was. Notwithſtanding 
thoſe eminent Peers, Gentry and Commonalty of all ſorts that 
are already in his Camp, and ſuch as are going daily, as well 
Souldiers as others ; nor conſidering the great namber of the 
Nobility that are ih the Country and have not been examin'd, 
and that ſuch as were exatnin*d here in Town, did no more 
than anſwer, Not Gullty to the Charge of High-Treaſon : 
So that there are more Nobility and Gentry with him than 
with his Majeſty. 

[n his three and twentieth Reflection on' the 19th and 20th 
Paragraph, where the Prince refers all to a free Parliament ; 
our Refleftor ſays it belongs not to him, to refer other Mens 
buſineſs; as if the Prince had no relation to the Crown : 
Then tells us we are- already in poſlefſion of what the Prince 
promiſes us z as if the Catholicks were all out 6f imployment, 
the Diſpenſing power given up, no ſtanding Army, no ap- 
prehenſions of Popery and Arbitrary Power, and a Free Parlia- 
ment for redreſſing of Grievances of all kinds in being, 

24. In the twenty fourth Refjection on the three laſt Para- 
graphs of the Princes Declaration, he tells ns, The Prince has a 
manifeſt deſign upon the* Crown, becauſe he ſummons the Nobitity, 
Gentry and People of England to his Standard: And if ſo, who 
muſt ſtay with the King? To that may be anſwered, All ſuch 
as believe the Prince of Orange has bronght this Army, and ir- 
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tends tomake War upon England to ſubdue it to his meer will 
and pleaſure, trample all Laws, both Divine and Humane, 
under his Fleet, dethrone his | a Majeſty, and make hith- 
Felf King; they will ſtay and fight for bim, or at leaſt to the 
beſt of their power, in ſome other manner aſliſt and help 
him : On the contrary-part,: ſuch as believe the Prince means 
nothing of all this, but brought over his Army only the better 
to aſliſt the .Nobility, Gentry, and People of England, upon 
their earneſt deſires, and frequent ſollicjations, and reiterated 
complaints, in the recovering of the old Legal way of choo- 
ſing Members for Parliament, which by-Illegal new Charters, 
on pretended Forfeitures,. was in a ready way to be for eyer 
loſt ; inrreſcuing all the Laws of England from the deyourin 
. Jaws of. a Diſpenſing Power ; in reducing Popery within thoſe 
nds the Law has preſcribed-it, which, like an Inundation, 
had ſo over-flowed its Banks, that our Religion and Govern- 
ment-were in peril to be ſwallowed up by it; and finally, to 
redreſs theſe. and all other grievances, if for theſe and no 
-other ends or concerns Men think the Prince has landed here, 
ſuch Men will take his part, eſpouſe bis quarrel, and contri- 
bute-to- his ſucceſs: and in theſe caſes every Man will judg for 
himſelf, as they did in our late Civil Wars. 

Again, he charges the-Prince with a deſign of Conqueſt ; 
which not only the Prince himſelf diſclaims throughout his 
Declaration, and will hereafter diſown in all his Manifeſto's ; 
but the States of Holland, who have fo vigorouſly aſliſted, and 
engaged themſelves with all their Power and Credit, to main- 
rain him in this Attempt, have aſlur*d us he left Zolland under 
high and ſolemn Proteſtations to the contrary. All this is, I 
hope, ſufficient to daſh the ſtrain'd infercnces of an inconſide- 
ragie RefleCftor. 

$ for that impudent Caiumny of Pergury he endeavours to 
fx ppon the Prince, it needs no other refutation than a ſerious 
conſideration of the Charge it ſelf; his Words are, The Prince 
of Orange ſwore to the States of Holland never to be their State- 
holder, tho" it were offered him, and yet is now that very State- 
holder he ſwore never to be on any terms. Now let any reaſonable 
Man conſider, whethcr it be poſlible a Wiſe -State ſhould by 
an Oath given him, diſable the Prince of Orange from being 
their State-holder, tho* Circumſtances and times ſhould fo 
change, 


| C251 
change, thaStheir immediate. preſervatian ahd'very' exi/tence 
of their State"ſhould require:him to accept, -and: execute that 
Office. For'his' perſbnal ' Reflections rowardsthe.'tatter/ end, 
I think very Impertinent, and only fit to be buried in-Con- 


tempt. 2 

Thus having followed my tedious Refletor through h's 
twenty four Refleftions, I take my leave of him, 'reſerving the 
Princes farther Vindication to ſome time'when-1 ſhall be more 
at leiſure to write, and peole willinger to read, than they can 
be under the preſent ſurprize, hourly expeCtation, and con- 
tinual anxiety, for the event of this Heroick Enterpriſe. 


auth. 
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Admiral HERBERT 's Lter to 
all Commanders of 'Ships and 'Sea-men 
in His Majeſty's Fleet. 

Gentlemen, «.Þ | 

I little to add to. what his os —_—_ has expreſs'd in 
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| ——_ Terms, beſides laying before you the dangerous 
ay .you,are at the preſent in, where Ruin or Infamy 
inevitably'attend you if you dan't join with the Prince in 
the Common Cauſe, for the Defence of your Religion and Li- 
berties ; for ſhould it pleaſe God, for the Sins of the Engliſh 
Nation, to ſuffer your Arms to prevail, to what can your. 
Vitory ſerve you, but to enſlaye you deeper, and oyerthrow 
the Trae Religion, in which you have liv'd, and your Fathers 
dy*'d ? Of which, 1 beg you, as a Friend, to conſider the Con- 
ſequences, and to refleft on the Blot and Infamy it will bring 
on you, not only now, but in all After-Ages, That by Your 
means the Proteſtant Religion was deſtroy?d, and your Country 
deptiv'd of its Ancient Liberties: And if it pleaſes God to 
bleſs the Prince's Endeavours with Succeſs, as I don't doubt 
but he will, conſider then what = Condition will be that 


oppoſe 
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oppoſe him in this fo good a Deſign, where "a greateſt Fa- 
your they can hope for, is, their being ſuffer'd to end their 
Days in Miſery and Want, deteſted and deſpiſed: by all good 


Men. . 
It is therefore, and for many more Reaſons tog long to- in- 


- ſert here, that I, as a true Engliſh-man and your Friend, ex- 


hort you to join your Arms to the Prince for the Defence of the 
Common Cave, the: Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties 
of your Country. It'is what I am well aſſured the major and 
beſt part of the Army as well as the Nation will do ſo ſoon 
as convenience is offered. Preyent them in ſo good an Action 
whilſt it is in your Power, and make it appear, That as the 
Kingdom hath always depended on the Navy for its Defence, 
ſo you will yet go further by making it, as much as in you lies, 
the Protection of her Religion and Liberties ; and then you 
may-aſlu@ your ſelves of all Marks of Fayonr an& Honour ſui- 
table to the Merits of ſo great and glorious an Aftion. Aﬀer 
this I ought not add ſo' inconſiderable a thing,, as tHatit will 
for cver engage me to be in a moſt particular manner, 


Your faithful F riend, 
Abord the Leyden | 
in the Gooree. |» and bumble Servant, 


Az HERBERT, 
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ny. A n 
ENGAGEMENT 
—_— OF THE. 


Noble-men, Knights, and Gentlemen at 
ExEeTtEeR,* w Aſſt the Prince of 

ORANGE. wm the defence of 
the Proteſtant Religion, Laws and 
Liberties of the People of 'England, 
Scotland amd Ireland. 


B do ingage to Almighty God, and to 

his Highnels.the Prince of Orange, and 
with one another, to ſtick firm to this Cauſe, 
and to one another in the Defence of it, and ne- 
ver to depart from it until our Religion, Laws, 
and Liberties are ſo far ſecured to us in a Free 
Parliament, that we ſhall be no more in danger 
of falling under Popery and Slavery. And where- 
as We are ingaged in the Common Cauſe un- 
der the Prote&ian of the Prince of Orange, by 
| E 2 | which 
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which means his Perſon may be expoſed to Dan- 

er, and to the te and” Auicd- Deſigns 
b* Papiſts, and other Bloody Men, We do 
therefore ſolmnly ingage to God and to.one 
another, Thar if any 1uch Attempts be. made 
upon Him, We -will purſue not only thoſe that 
made them, but- all. their Adherents, and all we 
find in Arms againſt Us, with the utmoſt Sevetity 
of juſt Revenge in their Ruine and Deſtructi- 
en ; and tha; the executing 2ay luch Atrempt 
( which' God of his Iagnicg Mercy forbid ) ſhall 
not depyve us from purlying thys Cauſe which 
we do now undertake; but rhat/it ſhall en- 
courage Us ito carry it on with all. the Vigor 
that {o tharbarous Approfth ſhall delerye. 


SS 
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The Declaration of the Nobility, Gentry, and (om- 
wonalty at the Rendezvons at Nottingham, Nov. 
22.1688, _ i 


YT E the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty of theſe 
' Northern Counties aflembled together ar Notting- 
«© ham, for the defence of the Laws, Religion, and 
Preperties, according to thoſe. free-born Liberties, and Privj- 
; ed-tous from ky Agceſtors, as_the undoubteg 
igdt of - the Subjects EpAs mg of England, (nat 
doubting but the Infringers and Invaders of our Rights will 
repreſent us to the reſt, of the Nation in the moſt malicious 
greſs they can put upon us) do here unanimouſly think it our 
Duty todechare- to the reſt of :our Proteſtant - Fellow-Subjefts 
the Grounds of our preſent Undertaking. , | h 
' Weareby innumerable Grievances made ſenſible, that the 
very. Fundamentals of our Religion, Liberties, and Properties 
are about to be rooted out by our late Jeſuitical Privy-Council, 
23:hath-been of late tooapparent. 1. Bythe King's diſpenſing 
with allthe Eftabliſh'd Laws at his peaſare 2.; By diſplacing 
all;:Officers out of all Offices of Truſt and Advantage, ang 
placing others in their room that are known Papilts, defer- 
vedly made incapable by the Eſtabliſh'd Laws o our Land. 
3. By deſtroying the Charters. of moſt Corporations in the 
Land: -4-+ By diſcouraging all perſons that are not Papilts, 
preferring ſuch-as 'tura ito Popery. 5. By diſplacing, all ho- 
meſt- and conſcientious Judges, unleſs they wauld, contrary 
to their Conſciences, declare that to be Law which was meerly 
arbitrary. 6. By branding all Men with the name of Rebels 
that but offered to juſtify the Laws in a legal Cqurſe againſt 
the arbitrary proceedings of the King, or any of. his corrupt 
Miniſters. 7. 'By burthening the Nation with ag Army, to. 
main 


i 
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maintain the Violation of the Rights of the Subjefts. 8. By 
diſcountenancing the Eſtabliſh'd Reformed Religion. 9g. By 
forbiding the Subjects the benefit of Petitioning, and conſtruing 
them Libellers; ſo rendring the Laws a Noſe of Wax, to 
ſerve their Arbitrary Ends. And many more ſuch like, too long 
hereto enumerate. | 

We being thus made ſadly ſenſible of the Arbitrary and Ty- 
rannical Goyernment that is ,by the Influence of Jeſuitical 
Counſels coming upon us, do unanimouſly declare, That not 
being willing to deliver our Poſterity over to ſuch a condition 
of Popery and Slavery, as the aforeſaid Oppreſlions inevita- 
bly. threaten z we will, to the utmoſt of our Power, oppoſe 
the ſame, by jqining with the Prince of 'Orange ( whom we 
hope God Almighty hath ſent"to reſcug usfrom the, Oppreſ- 
fions aforeſaid ) will uſe. our.utmoſt Endeayours for the reco- 
very of our almoſt rulin'd Laws, Liberties, and Religion; and 
herein we hope all good Proteſtant Subjefts will with" their 
Lives and Fortunes be afliſtant to us, and not -be bugbear'd 
with the opprobrious Terms of Rebels, by which they would 
fright us, to become perfeCt Slaves to their tyrannical Inſolen- 
cies and Uſurpations ; for we aſſure our ſelves, 'that no ratio- 
'nal and unbyaſſed Perſon will judg it 'Rebelſior to defend 'our 
Laws and Religion, which all opr Princes have/ fworn at-their 
Coronations : Which Oath, how well it hath been obſerved 
of late, we deſire a Free Parliament may have the conſiderati- 
on of. 

We own itReb4llion to reſift a King that governs oo ha, 
but he was always accounted a Tyrant that 'made' his Will”the - 
Law ; and to reſiſt ſuch an one, we juſtly eſteemno ReGBellion, 
but a neceſſary Defence ; and in this Conſideration we dotibt 


* Not of all honeſt Mens Aſſiſtance, and humbfy tpe-for, and 


implore_the great God's Protettion, that turneth-the Hearts 


of his People as pleaſeth him beſt ; it haying beenobſerved, 
\ That People can never be of one <a without his Inſpiration, 
| 


\which bath in all Ages confirmed that Obſervation, Fox Po- 

ul eft Vox Dei. 

| The peſent reſtoring of Charters, and reverſing the op- 
eſing and unjuſt Judgment given on Magdalen Colledge Fel- 

laws, 1s plain, are but to ſtil] the people, like Plums to Chil- 

dien, by deceiving them for a while ; but if they ſhall by this 
| Stratagem 
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Stratagem be fooled, till this preſent ſtorm that threatens the 
Papiſts, be ppſf, aſſoon as they ſhall be reſetled, the former 
Oppreſſion will be put on with greater vigour : but we hope 
in vain is the Net ſpread in the ſight of the Birdsz For (1.) 
The Papiſts old Rule is, That Faith 5s not-to be kept with Here- 
ticks, as they term Proteſtants, tho' the Popiſh Religion is the 
greateſt Hereſy. And-(2.) Queen Mary's fo ill obſerving her 
promiſes to the Sfolk;men that belp'd her to. her Throne. - 
And above all, (3) the Popes diſpenſing with the breach of 
Oaths, Treaties, or Promiſes at his pleaſure, when it makes 
for the ſervice of Holy Church, as they' term 'it. Theſe, 
we ſay, are ſach convincing Reafons to hinder us from givin 
Credit to the aforeſaid Mock-Shews of Redreſs, that we thi 
our Telves 'bund in Conſcienge to reſt on no Security that ſhall 
not be approved by a: freely Elefted Parliament, to whom, 
under God, ' we refer our Caule. | 


<A—— 
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His Grace the «Y of NORFOLK*; 
Speech to the or of Noxwicy 

: ,on the. Firſt of December, in the 
Market-place of Norwich. 


IETY OR, Eine _ 


OT: doubting but tap and the reſt of your 
- Body, as well as the whole City and Coun- 

try, may be allarmed by the great Concourſe 
of Gentry, with the numerous Appearance of their 
Friends and Servants, as well as of your own Mzlitis, 
here this Morning, I have thought this the moſt 


proper 
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proger place, -as being the moſt publick. one, to give 
yell; an account.of, our, Intentions.,,, ..+- | 

{ :Outiof the deep-ſenſe we had- that in the preſent 
nhappy JunQure of. Aﬀairs, nothing we. could think 
of was poflible to ſecure the Laws, Liberties and 
Proteſtant, Rehgion, bur a Free Parliament; WE 
'ARE HERE MET TO DECLARE, that 
we will dq,our utmoſt to defend the ſame by declaring 
for fuch-a Free Parliament, wo 

+. And-ſince: His Majeſty hath been pleaſed (by the 
-News we'hear this-day?) to order Writs for a Parlia- 
ment to ſit the 15th of TAarparts next, can only 
'add in the Name of my Self andall theſe Gentlemen, 
and others here met, That we will ever be ready to 
ſupport and defend the Laws, Liberties and Prote- 


tant Religion: And ſo GOD SAVE THE 


KING. 

To this the Mayor, Aldermen, and the reſt of the 
Carporation, and' a numerous, Aſſembly did concur 
with his Grace, and the reſt of the Gentry, 


' His Grace at his lighting from his Horſe, pu 
_ceiving; great. numbers of, Common People gather- 
"ng « nie them to him, and told .therm, He 


defired they ,would-not. take, apy occaſion to; com- 
mit any Diſorder or Outrage, but go quietly to 
their Homes; and acquainted them that the Kiag 
had ordered a Free Parliament to be called, 


. 
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TO THE 
KIN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


The Humble Addreſs of GEORGE 
Lord DaxrmouTtn, Admiral of 
Tour Majeſfties Fleet for the preſent 
Expedition, and the Commanders of 
Tour ee Ships of War now ac- 
tually at the Spitchead in Your Maje- 
ou Service under bis Lordſhips Com- 
ma 


Moſt Dread Sovereign, | 
T H E deep ſenſe we have had of the grear 
- Dangers your Majeſties Sacred Perſon 
has in, and the great Efluſion 8f 
Chriſtian Blood that threatned this your Maje- 
ſties Kingdoms, and in probability would have 
been ſhed, unleſs God of his infinite Mercy had 
put it into your Majeſties Heart to call a Parlia- 
meurt, the only means, in our opinion, under the 
Almighty, left to quier = Minds of your Peo- 


ple; 
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ple; Wedogive your Majeſty our moſt hnmble 
TT kein Thant for your gracious Condeſcen- 
ſion, beſceching God to give your Majeſty all 
immaginable Happineſs and Proſperity,and granc 
that ſuch Counlels and Reſolutions may be pro- 
moted, -as conduce to your Majefties Honor and 
Safety, and tend tothe Peace and Settlement of 
this Realm both in Church and State, according 
to the Eftabliſh'd Laws of the Kingdom. 


On bead th Refolu- Dartmoith. 


rion,at Spirehead, | 
\Decemb, 1. 1688. Berkley. 


24) Vo 44 Ro. Strickland, 


Joh. Clements. 
To. Aſhby. 
Rob. Wiſeman. 
John Jeniper. 
Will. Booth. 
Tho. Coale. 


2 


7. Berry. 


Jo. Montgomery. 
M. STAN oy f 
Clo. Shovel. 

E. Dover. 

R. Weſton. 


Jo. Beverley. 
th Leake. 
George S. Lo. 
Fohn Lacon. 
Fr. Wicell. 


Will. Davs. 


Toby Munden. 


_ Tv Legg. 


ho. Leighton. 


St. Akerman. 
W.Cornwal. 
W. Jenning. 


' R. D' Lawall. 


Tho., Jenſon. 
M. Aylmer. 
Fr. Frowde. * 
Tho. Skelton. 
Ab. Potter. 
A. Haſtings. 


F. Tyerel. ” ©. 
St. Fairporneth 
Hear. Botler,' Fa 


' William Pooley. 


"Jo. Fraſehy. 
Ba. W 5a 


FINIS. 


